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The Rt Hon Yvette Cooper MP

Secretary of State

Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office
-sent by email-

12% June 2026
Dear Foreign Secretary,

This Sunday, the ‘Great Israeli Real Estate Event' is set to take place in London. Land in cities and
towns built on the forced displacement of the Palestinian people, including properties in Israeli
settlements across the occupied West Bank, will be available for purchase. One settlement among
them is Gush Etzion, which is regarded by the UK government as part of the occupied territory of
the State of Palestine, as well as land in Jerusalem, encompassing occupied East Jerusalem, which
has been illegally annexed by Israel.

Furthermore, the website advertising the event has made clear that its organisers are working with
Bank Leumi, an Israeli bank financing construction in illegal settlements. As such, the event is
firmly embedded in Israel's project of colonial expansion, by facilitating the sale of land that has
been stolen from Palestinians, a practice which has contributed to the fragmentation and
dispossession of the Palestinian people for over a century. While inviting new settlers to purchase
stolen Palestinian land, Palestinian refugees who have been displaced by Israel, and their
descendants, are denied the ability to exercise their inalienable, legally enshrined right of return.

At Tuesday's ministerial statement announcing asset freezes of a handful of organisations and
individuals involved in illegal Israeli settlement activity and Israeli state-sponsored violence against
Palestinians, a number of MPs from across the House raised concerns about Sunday’s event. In
response to these questions, you stated that ministers are “pursuing that particular event”, but
there was no commitment from you to take action to prevent it from taking place.

Allowing the event to proceed would not only be inconsistent with current UK Government
guidance on settlement-related economic activity, it would stand in opposition to the
government's obligations under international law.

As you will know, on 19 July 2024, the International Court of Justice (ICJ)) issued a landmark advisory
opinion, declaring that Israel's presence and civilian settlement policies in the Occupied Palestinian
state are illegal under international law. The ICJ found that Israel's settlement policy breaches
Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits an occupying power from transferring
parts of its civilian population into occupied territory, a practice that amounts to the crime of
pillage, which is a war crime under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC).

The ICJ also determined that land confiscation, exploitation of natural resources, and settlement
expansion amount to de facto annexation of Palestinian land. In turn, by fragmenting Palestinian
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territory, the opinion stated Israel's policies actively violate the right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination.

The IC] ruled that Israel is obligated to end its unlawful presence in the occupied territories as
rapidly as possible, cease all new settlement activity, and pay full reparations to Palestinians for
damages caused by the occupation.

Beyond the duties incumbent upon Israel, the Court emphasised that all United Nations member
states are under an obligation not to recognise the occupation as legal and must not render aid
or assistance in maintaining the situation created by Israel's presence.

Accordingly, in order to uphold its obligations under international law, as well as to maintain
consistency with its own guidance on settlement-related economic activity, the UK government
must now take all necessary steps to ensure Sunday's planned event promoting illegal activities
does not proceed in our capital city.

We look forward to your response setting out the action that the government will take to address
the matter.

Yours sincerely,

Andy McDonald MP Debbie Abrahams MP
Co-Chair, Britain-Palestine APPG Co-Chair, Britain-Palestine APPG
Rt Hon Diane Abbott MP Shockat Adam MP
Zubir Ahmed MP Sadik Al-Hassan MP
Paula Barker MP Lorraine Beavers MP
Apsana Begum MP Sian Berry MP

Rt Hon Clive Betts MP Olivia Blake MP
Baroness Christine Blower Richard Burgon MP
Dawn Butler MP lan Byrne MP
Charlotte Cane MP Danny Chambers MP
Sarah Champion MP Ellie Chowns MP

Rt Hon Jeremy Corbyn MP Stella Creasy MP
Torcuil Crichton MP Lord Bryn Davies
Marsha de Cordova MP Carla Denyer MP

Neil Duncan-Jordan MP Colum Eastwood MP
Cat Eccles MP Clive Efford MP
Patricia Ferguson MP Mary Foy MP

Gill Furniss MP Barry Gardiner MP

Alan Gemmell MP Andrew George MP
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Mary Glindon MP
Chris Hinchliff MP
Imran Hussain MP
Kim Johnson MP
Afzal Khan MP

Peter Lamb MP
Chris Law MP

Brian Leishman MP
Baroness Ruth Lister
Rebecca Long-Bailey MP
Rachael Maskell MP
Baroness Susan Miller
Navendu Mishra MP
Igbal Mohamed MP
Layla Moran MP
Susan Murray MP
Lord Jonny Oates
Kate Osamor MP
Mark Pritchard MP
Adrian Ramsay MP
Bell Ribeiro-Addy MP
Naz Shah MP

Lord Prem Sikka
Andy Slaughter MP
Jeff Smith MP

Euan Stainbank MP
Zarah Sultana MP

Jon Trickett MP

Rt Hon Valerie Vaz MP
Nadia Whittome MP
Mohammad Yasin MP



